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We come together again this first day of June to mark and celebrate the 

beginning of our 49th year of Independence as a nation.  In our eagerness 

to reach the golden age of 50 years next year it is important that we take 

pause today to remember that in order to reach 50, we must first reach 49.  

Each birthday is a gift from God to be treasured and celebrated with joy 

and thanksgiving.   

 

This year we voted as a country for those who will now lead us in 

Parliament for the next five years.  On the 31st of May, yesterday, we 

celebrated the opening of our 15th Parliament and remembered the work 

of all those Parliaments that came before.  We acknowledged that while 

beginnings are full of promise; they are also full of debt.  We owe history 

a debt of gratitude for the lessons it has taught us.   

 

As the sun sets at the end of each day, life prepares for when the sun rises 

again on the next.  The ritual setting and rising of the sun marks the end 

of one day and the beginning of the next.  Our celebration of our 

Independence birthday today is metaphorically a ritual celebration of the 

rising again of the sun – the most powerful star in our universe and a 

symbol of warmth and growth.   

 

In faasamoa, the moments just before the rising of the sun were 

considered the best moments for preparing oneself for the challenges of 

the new day.  It was during these early morning hours before daybreak 

that people would begin the rituals of faapolopolo (i.e. setting aside food 

and fine mats for an event; providence), anapogi (i.e. fasting to facilitate 
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prayer and meditation on the break of day) and tapuaiga (rituals of 

prayer) in preparation for a big event.   

 

These preparations aimed to achieve for each person the spiritual, mental 

and physical calm and clarity needed to navigate and overcome any 

obstacles to achieving a successful event.  Deep-sea fisherman and/or 

navigators, for example, will before going out to sea first prepare 

themselves by learning how to read the seas.  This is captured in the often 

quoted Samoan saying: faapopo ni aso ua, ae le tuua aso folau (meaning, 

“we are assessing the bad weather and waiting for the calm in order to set 

sail”).   

 

John the Baptist gave us a similar message about preparing for the 

coming of a much anticipated event.  His message is simple: preparation 

is not doubtful and complacent; it is active and faithful.   

 

As we set sail towards our Golden Independence celebrations we give 

thanks to God that we have reached this 49th birthday and pray that 

through His love and grace and our active and faithful service we will 

have the privilege of seeing the sun rise again on this same day next year.   

 

I thank the Prime Minister, Cabinet, Government, the Speaker and 

Legislative Assembly of the 14th Parliament of Samoa; I thank the 

Judiciary, the Public Service, Non-Government Organisations, Business 

Community, Diplomatic Corps, International Agencies and Partners; I 

thank all the hardworking men and women of Samoa; I thank the 

mothers, fathers and children; husbands and wives; and, acknowledge 

with gratitude the spiritual guidance of all our religious leaders.  I thank 
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all of you for your active and faithful service to Samoa and to each other 

over the last year.   

 

I pray that God will be with our 15th Legislative Assembly as they steer 

us through the next five years.  And, I pray that God will bless each and 

every one of you over the course of this year.   

 

Let us celebrate today our 49th Independence birthday and in our 

celebration begin our preparations for the work of the coming months.  In 

our celebrations and preparations let us also remember the message of 

Ecclesiastes 3:11: “[God] has made everything beautiful in its time.  He 

has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what 

God has done from beginning to end” (NIV).   

 

Let us remember that it is God not us that directs time and that it is in this 

truth that we will discover the essence and wonder of our Independence. 

 

God bless.  
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